Yeovil  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for 


1972 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30248516 


TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE 

YEOVIL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Ladies  and.  Gentlemen, 


1972, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  491  ?  compared 
with  524  the  previous  year*  The  standardised  Birth  Rate  was  15®6,  com¬ 

pared  with  1  7*2  the  previous  year®  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14*8, 

DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  264*  128  of  this  total  occurring 
in  people  aged  75  years  and  over  (48*5$)*  The  Crude  Rate  per  1*000 
population  was  8«8  (corrected  rate  being  8a80)«.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  12J  » 

As  in  previous  years,  the  major  causes  of  death  were  due  to  Heart 
Disease,  87*  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  (strokes),  39  >  and 
Cancer,  57®  With  regard  to  Heart  Disease,  74  deaths  were  ascribed  to 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  (Coronary  Disease)*  Coronary  Disease  in  general 
is  thought  of  as  a  disease  which  attacks  adults,  mainly  men,  in  the 
35  to  55  age  group,  but  with  regard  to  men,  45  o  9$  of  the  deaths  occurred 
over  the  age  of  65  years*  Similarly,  with  regard  to  women,  of  the  34 
deaths,  68*7$  occurred  over  the  age  of  65  years* 

In  1946  I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Chard 
Borough,  Crewkerne  and  Langport  Rural  Districts,  Medical  Officer  at  South 
Petherton  Hospital,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  Somerset  County  Council 
and  also  temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil 
Rural  District  Council*  Subsequently,  in  1947,  I  was  appointed  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District  Councils, 
Medical  Officer  to  South  Petherton  Hospital,  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
to  Somerset  County  Council,  and  temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
Chard  Borough,  Crewkerne  and  Langport  Rural  Districts,  pending  the 
appointment  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  these  authorities*  To  a 
certain  degree,  therefore,  I  anticipated  the  formation  of  the  new  District 
Authority,  particularly  as  in  1961,  I  also  became  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  Wincanton  Rural  District  Council* 

During  this  period  I  have  presented  26  Annual  Reports  to  Yeovil 
Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District  Councils*  There  are  certain  items,  in 
my  reports  which  I  think  might  be  of  interest  to  present  members,  viz*, 


This  has  always  been  a  problem,  varying  only  in  degree  of  shortage  of 
accommodation®  In  1948  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  was 
900„  The  number  of  applicants  as  at  31st  December,  1972  was  635® 


0) 


In  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  attention,  was  drawn  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  standard  of  the  public  water  supply.  The  sources  of  supply 
numbered  18,  which  rendered  supervision  difficult,  and  the  supply 
itself  was  inadequate  and.  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  Of  66 
samples  which  were  examined  bacteriologically, 6  were  definitely 
unsatisfactory  and  a  further  6  potentially  dangerous,,  The  solution 
of  the  problem  was  the  construction  of  the  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir, 
The  immediate  credit  for  this  scheme  was  Mr.  C.  A,  Wilson,  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  JD  F.  Minty,  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,,  The  scheme  received  the  full  support  ofthe 
Council  and  was  completed  in  1954,  providing  approximately 
2,000,000  gallons/day. 


national.  Assistance  Act 

In  1948  the  administration  of  Section  47  of  this  Act  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  local  authority,,  The  Act  enabled  authorities 
to  arrange  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  individuals  to  hospitals  or 
institutions  for  a  period  ofnot  longer  than  three,  months .  The  Act 
was  intended  for  individuals  requiring  urgent  action,  yet  the 
mechanism  was  clumsy,  involving  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Council,  and  a  Magistrate’s  Court,  necessitating  a  minimum  delay  of 
4  to  6  weeks  before  the  action  was  implemented®  In  my  report  for 
1948  I  suggested  a  more  speedy  procedure,  involving  a  Magistrate, 
General  Practitioner  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  so  that  a 
detention  order  could  be  dealt  with  as  a  mat ter of  urgency  in  a  matter 
of  hours.  The  suggested  procedure,  slightly  modified,  was  included 
in  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1  951  « 

Home  Hein  Service 

m  n-  i-ii  ■■■■  —  m  .^111  ■-!  mM 

The  Home  Help  Service  was  initiated  in.  the  Yeovil  Borough  in  1947*  but 
owing  to  the  difficulty  in  recruitment  the  help  of  the  W®V®S0  was 
sought  in  July,  1948,  In  the  following  twelve  months  the  Home  Help 
Service  provided  Home  Helps  for  71  maternity  cases,  39  other  cases  and 
were  in  attendance  on  47  long  term  cases,  i9e®  chronic  sick®  As  from 
October,  1949*  the  Home  Help  Service  was  organised  by  a  full  time 
Organiser,  working  in  co-operation  with  the  W,V0S0,  and  since  then 
the  Home  Help  Service  has  proved  most  valuable®  It  is  anticipated 
that  in  future  years  these  services  will  still  be  an  essential  part  of 
Community  life® 

Blood  Examination  (pregnant  women) 

The  blood,  examination  of  pregnant  women,  with  particular  reference  to 
the  Rhesus  factor,  was  commenced  in  October,  1948,  83  patients  being 
examined  in  that  particular  year®  This  service  was  conducted  at  the 
Public  Health  Department,  Preston  Road,  Yeovil,  and  patients  attended 
both  from  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District.  Following  the 
appointment  of  a  second  Obstetrician/Gynaecologist  for  Yeovil  Hospital, 
the  service  was  transferred  to  Yeovil  Hospital  in  July,  1967*  when  a 
total  of  10,623  blood  examinations  had  been  carried  out  at  the  Clinic 
at  the  Public  Health  Department®  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  Yeovil  was 
the  first  authority  in  Somerset  and  one  of  the  earliest  in  England 
and  Wales,  to  initiate  this  most  valuable  service® 
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FLUORIDATION 


The  importance  of  fluoridation  of  public -water  supplies,  i06o 
correcting  a  defect  in  the  water  supply ,  was  recognized  by  the 
Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District  Councils  as  far  back  as 
1 9 5 6 j,  and  in  that  year  the  two  authorities  agreed  that,  subject 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  providing  the  necessary  equipment, 
fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  should  be  initiated  in  both 
authorities*,  Unfortunately,  due  to  the  multiplicity  of  the 
public  water  supplies,  the  necessary  equipment  could  not  be 
supplied  and  the  scheme  had  to  be  abandoned .  Recently  it  was 
stated  that  local  authorities  responsible  for  two  thirds  of  the 
population  in  the  country  had  decided  in  favour  of  fluoridation, 
yet  only  10  of  the  existing  230  water  systems  are  fluoridated. 
Reference  to  the  need  for  fluoridation  was  made  in  my  Annual 
Reports  for  the  years  1956,  1957*  1958,  1963  and  1966,  but  the 
following  statistics  taken  from  the  magazine  ’’You.  and  Your 
Health”,  November,  1975?  supply  ample  evidence  of  the  need  for 
fluoridation  and  all  other  possible  means  of  improving  dental 
care® 


teeth  of  Britain 


99$  of  children  under  1  2  have  decayed  teeth. 

4,000,000  have  teeth  extracted  every  year® 

1  in  every  5  children  aged  5  will  probably  be  wearing  dentures  before 
20  years  of  age. 

Over  half  of  our  population  over  45  have  no  teeth® 

9 £$  of  British  children  probably  have  gum  diseases. 

Half  of  Britain 8 s  manual  workers  are  toothless. 

The  health  service  spends  £100,000,000  a  year  treating  tooth  troubles  - 
more  than  on  any  other  disease,  except  mental  disorders® 

If  you  are  over  1 6  and  have  a  complete  set  of  sound  teeth,  you  are  a 
freak  «=  literally  one  in  a  thousand®” 


DEAFNESS  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

In  1949  hearing  surveys  to  determine  deafness  in  school  children  were 
initiated  in  the  Yeovil  Borough  and  Yeovil  Rural  District®  The  survey 
was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  gramophone  audiometer  which  permitted 
group  testing  of  school  children,  as  opposed  to  individual  tests*.  The 
number  of  tests,  including  retests,  that  were  carried  out  in  a  complete 
school  year,  i0e*  1950,  was  2,1 02, and  386  children  were  found  with 
hearing  defects®  Yeovil  was  the  first  school  divisional  area  to  be 
authorized  to  purchase  gramophone  audiometers,  and  this  was  due  to 
the  repeated  pressure  of  the  Divisional  Education  Committee  on  the 
Somerset  Education  Committee®  Due  to  the  success  of  the  scheme  in 
Yeovil,  as  shown  in  a  special  report  by  Dr.  M.  I*  Ross,  the  scheme 
was  extended  to  the  entire  County,  but  in  the  intervening  years  it 
has  been  considerably  modified  and  improved® 
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IOVXL  D  1Y  CENTRE 


In  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1970,  I  reported  fully  on  the  Yeovil 
Day  Centre,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Tilzey,  Day 
Centre  Committee,  for  the  following  figures?- 


No,  of  meals  supplied  in  1972  within  the  Centre 
to  members  of  the  Club  e , *  .<>. 

Total  membership  of  the  Club  as  at  the  end  of  1972- 

Total  number  of  Meals  on  Wheels  supplied  in 
Yeovil  Borough  during  1972  .  „  „  ,oo 

Total  number  of  Meals  on  Wheels  supplied  in 
Yeovil  Rural  District  during  1972  « , ,  . 

NOo  of  meals  served  during  the  first  year  the 
Club  was  opened  in  1  969  ,  <> .  .  <>  .  . .  , 

(a)  In  the  Club  itself  for  members 

(b)  Meals  on  Wheels  ,.<> 


11 ,304 

1,300  (approx.) 
10,471 
7,463 

8,024 

3,137 


These  statistics,  although  extremely  satisfactory,  are  I  think  the 
bare  bones,  and  in  a  report  by  Miss  C0  Campbell,  she  draws  attention 
to  the  activities  undertaken  by  members  of  the  Club,  i.e®  Whist 
Drives,  weekly  film  and  slide  shows,  musical  sessions,  outings, 

Bring  and  Buy  Sales,  Exhibitions  and  sales  of  paintings  done  by 
members,  etc.  The  Day  Centre  is  a  great  asset  to  the  town, 
particularly  for  that  section  of  the  population  known  as 
’’Senior  Citizens" . 


UGANDAN  ASIANS 

Houndstone  Camp  was  the  first  of  the  camps  selected  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Social  Security  for  the  reception  of  Ugandan 
Asians  in  the  West  Country,  Initially,  preliminary  work  was  carried 
out  by  staff  of  Yeovil  Rural  District  Council,  headed  by  Mr,  Hermon, 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  but  later  the  responsibility  for  getting  the 
camp  into  order  was  transferred  to  a  team  headed  by  Mr,  Pollock- 
Morris,  Ugandan  Resettlement  Board,  The  first  party  was  received 
into  the  camp  on  the  afternoon  of  September  27t;h,  1972,  followed 
by  further  parties  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning,  of 
approximately  150  refugees  direct  from  Uganda,  In  all,  18  flights 
direct  from.  Uganda  were  admitted  to  Houndstone  Camp,  making  a  total 
of  1 ,407  people,  including  children,  and  in  addition  there  were 
182  transfers  from  other  camps. 

Looking  in  retrospect  it  is  difficult  to  realise  how  much  work  was 
done, without  interfering  with  the  routine  of  the  normal  working 
day.  Most  of  the  flights  arrived  at  Houndstone  Camp  late  at  night 
or  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  and  usually  two  hours  after 
the  expected  time  of  arrival,*  A  system,  was  evolved  whereby  the 
Ugandan  Asians  were  examined  at  the  Medical  Centre,  and  those 
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requiring  chest  X^ray  examination, i0 e.  all  people  aged  12  years  and 
over  (with  the  exception  of  pregnant  women)  were  screened  by  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit,  as  part  of  the  medical  examinations  This 
involved  working  to  a  tight  schedule,  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to 
the  team  of  voluntary  workers,  comprising  six  ladies,  who  were 
completely  reliable  -  without  their  expertise  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  carry  out  the  examinations  in  the  time  that  was 
taken,  and  this  factor  was  extremely  important® 

In  general,the  refugees,  thought  they  did  not  show  it,  were  suffering 
great  emotional  shock,  and  a  tedious  medical  examination,  with 
details,  etc®,  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning  could  have  been  the 
final  straw  to  break  the  camel's  back* 

Houndstone  Camp,  being  the  first  of  the  resettlement  camps  to  be 
opened  in  the  West  Country,  was  visited  by  medical  and  nursing  staff 
of  other  authorities  which  were  later  to  set  up  camps,  etc*,  and  to 
a  certain  extent  served  as  a  model  for  the  camps  in  the  West  Country, 
In  general,  the  health  of  the  refugees  was  good,  but  they  had  the 
average  number  of  cases  of  sickness  and  defects  amongst  both  adults 
and  children,  and  helpful  co-operation  was  given  by  all  parties 
concerned,  particularly  Yeovil  Hospital®  As  mentioned  earlier,  all 
patients  requiring  X-ray  examination  were  examined  as  part  of  the 
routine  medical  examination  and  this  was  due  to  the  very  helpful 
co-operation  received  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  at  Bristol, 
and  I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  great  help  they 
gave®  There  were  no  active  cases  of  Tuberculosis  discovered,  and 
no  particular  incidence  of  tropical  diseases ®  Following  their 
reception  at  the  camp,  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis, 
ete0,  was  carried  out  as  a  routine  precaution,  and  also  vaccination 
against  Influenza,  with  reference  to  the  aged  and  people  with  a 
history  of  chronic  heart  or  chest  conditions,,  Because  of  these 
precautions  and  also  because  of  the  mild  weather  conditions , the 
incidence  of  disease  was  minimum,, 

Partly  due  to  foreign  custom,  and  partly  due  to  language  difficulties, 
there  was  a  danger  of  infection  due  to  bad  hygiene  practice®  This 
problem  was  overcome  by  co-operation  received  from  the  authorities 
and  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  particularly 
Mr®  We  A o  Barton® 

The  camp  finally  closed  on  the  15th  February,  1 973 o  It  is  pleasant 
to  record;  that  personal  letters  of  appreciation  were  received  both 
from  Mr,  Pollock-Morris,  the  Regional  Administrator,  and  also  from 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Ugandan  Resettlement  Board. 

The  above  is  really  a  sketchy  review  of  the  '’exercise'* ,  but  was  an 
example  of  how  much  good  work  can  be  accomplished  when  official 
services  and  voluntary  services  are  effectively  organised,  with  an 
understanding  and  appreciation  of  each  other's  work. 
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It  is  difficult  to  forecast  the  future.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  post  ceases  to  exist  as  from  the  31st  March,  1974,  So  far  as 
I  can  ascertain  the  Medical  Offices?  of  Health  will  be  replaced  by 
a  ’’proper'*  officer,  and  it  is  expected  that  such  an  officer  will  be 
a  "Community  Physician",  recruited  from  the  Health  Services,  The 
scope  of  his  activities  in  respect  of  Local  Government  at  the  time 
of  this  report  appears  to  be  nebulous,  other  than  he  will  have  some 
duties  in  respect  of  environmental  health.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  held  at  Paignton,  there  was  puzzlement 
as  to  why  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  been  abolished 
and  belief  that  at  some  future  date  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  possibly  under  another  title,  would  be  re-established. 

Since  this  is  my  final  report,  it  is  right  that  I  should  place  on 
record  the  loyal  service  I  have  received  from  my  staff,  in  particular, 
Mrs,  B,  Jones,  who  since  1954  has  acted  as  my  Secretary  in  all 
matters  relating  to  public  health,  I  also  wish  to  acknowledge  my 
gratitude  to  Drc  M,  I,  Ross,  who  is  a  member  of  the  County  medical 
staff,  her  duties  in  the  Yeovil  area,  in  the  main,  being  connected 
with  the  school  health  service,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  with  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinics.  It  would  be  difficult  to  over  estimate  the 
value  of  her  services,  particularly  with  regard  to  physically  and 
mentally  handicapped  children.  By  agreement  with  the  County  Council 
Dr,  Ross  has  also  acted  as  my  Deputy  in  respect  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  duties,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
she  has  given  me. 

It  is  also  my  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
co-operation  I  have  received  from  my  colleagu.es  in  general  practice 
and  on  the  staff  of  Yeovil  District  Hospital,  This  co-operation  has 
reduced  "red  tape"  to  a  minimum  and  has  been  of  extreme  value  to  me 
in  carrying  out  my  official  duties. 

When  I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1946,  I  expected  to 
move  to  another  post  in  another  two  to  three  years,  but  circumstances, 
i»e.*  the  people  and  countryside,  conspired  together  and  resulted  in  this 
report  being  my  26th,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of 
the  continued  kindness  and  consideration  I  hqve  received  from  all 
Committees,  particularly  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Council 
members,  in  the  past  27  years. 

Once  again  I  would  also  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Public  Health 
staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation  they  have  given  me  since  my 
appointment. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  POWER  FOX 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Yeovil  Rural  District,  comprising  an  area  of  53,378 
acres,  is  situated  in  the  South-East  area  of  the  County  of  Somerset 
and  is  composed  of  31  Rural  Parishes «  The  area  in  general  is  not 

very  much  above  sea  level j  the  greatest  point  of  elevation  being 
Ham  Hill,  426  feet  above  sea  levels 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory,  the 
impounding  reservoir  at  Sutton  Bingham  having  been  completed  in 
December,  1955*  The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  575  million  gallons, 
with  anestimated  bet  yield  of  2*4  million  gallons  per  day* 


The  climate  is  mild  and  relaxing,,  There  is  little  fog  or 

mist* 

RAINFALL 


The  rainfall  for  the  year  1972,  as  recorded  at  Sutton  Bingham 
Reservoir  was  41  J  (l028<>4  mmc )  (30*74  in  1971)® 

OCCUPATION 

The  main  industry  Is  agriculture,  which  is  chiefly  of  a 
dairying  and  grazing  nature,,  In  addition,  the  manufacture  of  gloves 
is  an  important  industry,  glove  factories  being  located  at  Martock, 
Stoke-sub-Hamdon  and  Tintinhull,  in  addition  to  the  glove  making 
which  is  carried  out  in  the  homes „  A  considerable  proportion  of 
people  resident  in  the  Yeovil  Rural  District  are  employed  in  the  Yeovil 
Borough* 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  hospital  services  are  mainly  situated  in  the  Yeovil 
Borough*  South  Petherton  Hospital,  which  deals  with  infectious 
diseases,  is  situated  in  the  Rural  District*  The  hospital  services 
are  administered  by  the  South  Somerset  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital 
Board* 
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continued 


00000*000 


Situated  in  the  Yeovil  Borough  ares- 

(1)  Yeovil  District  Hospital  -  an  acute  general  hospital 

(2)  Yeovil  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  -  50  beds 

(3)  Summerlands  Hospital  -  mainly  used  as  a  Geriatric  Hospital 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Records  Officer  for  the  following  details 
for  the  year  1972, 


No,  of  in-patient  discharges 
No,  of  new  Consultant  Out-patients 
New  and  old  Consultant  Out-patients 
attending  Clinics 
Available  Beds 

Orthoptic  Department  attendances 
Radiological  Dept.,  units  of  work 
Casualty  Dept, ,  attendances 

Births  in  the  Maternity  Unit 
Available  Beds 

Attendances  at  Midwives  Clinics 


Yeovil  District 
Hospital 

4,161 

8,268 

33,046 

92 

1  ,550 
43,739 
12,195 

1  ,239 

44, (plus  6 

Special  Care  Unit  Beds) 
3,672 


TUBERCULOSIS 


A  Chest  Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  at  Yeovil  Hospital, 
Patients  requiring  in-patient  treatment  are  admitted  to  Cheddon  Road 

Hospital,,  Taunton, 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 


A  Laboratory  is  located  at  Yeovil  Hospital,  which  deals  with  a  large 
proportion  of  the  pathological  work  in  connection  with  the  hospital  and 
surrounding  area.  An  emergency  service  is  maintained,  which  deals 
primarily  with  the  Yeovil  Hospital  blood  bank.  The  larger  laboratory 
at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton,  undertakes  work  beyond  the  scope  of 
Yeovil  Hospital,  Also,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  a 
laboratory  in  Taunton,  at  which  bacteriological  examination  of  swab, 
blood,  sputum  and  faeces  is  carried  out.  Bacteriological  and  chemical 
analyses  for  the  exami lation  of  milk,  food,  water  supplies  and  sewage 
effluent  are  also  carried  out, 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Somerset  County 
Couicil.  The  ambulance  station,  which  was  opened  in  1963,  has  ample 
garage  accommodation  for  the  ambulances,  with  underfloor  heating,  a 
heated  blanket  store  ad j ascent  to  the  vehicles,  a  well  equipped 
workshop  for  maintenance  and  repairs  of  a  minor  nature,  a  sluice  for 
bottles  and  bedpans,  and  also  a  dressing  destructor.  The  large  control 
overlooks  the  station  yard,  and  from  here  a  constant  supply  of  messages 
to  and  from  the  ambulances  on  the  road  is  kept,  by  the  use  of  short 
wave  radio. 
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housing 


I  am  indebted,  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following  information,, 


Houses,  etc,,  completed  during  the  year  ended  31.12,72  ... 

Houses,  etc,,  erected  post-war  ...  , • «  ... 

Houses,  etc,,  sold  post-war  . » „  •••  . , « 

Houses,  etc.,  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  still 
owned  by  them  • • .  » , .  • . . 

No,  of  applicants  on  the  Waiting  List  „ , .  ... 


8 

1 ,392 
Nil. 

2,314 

635 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TEAR 

The  statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  shows  the  number  of 
births  and  deaths  after  correction  has  been  made  for  transfers  to  the 
normal  place  of  residence  of  the  individuals  concerned.  From  these 
figures  can  be  calculated  the  '’crude”  birth  and  death  rates.  As, 
however,  the  highest  mortality  occurs  at  the  two  extremes  of  life, 
and  industrial  areas  in  general  have  a  larger  proportion  of  people 
living  in  the  middle  age  periods  of  life,  some  correction  must  be 
made  for  irregularities  of  distribution  as  regards  age  and  sex,  as 
otherwise  the  death  rate  will  afford  no  accurate  means  of  comparing 
the  healthiness  of  one  district  with  another.  This  onmuar ability 
factor  is  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  and  applied  to  the 
’’crude’1,  birth  or  death  rates,  gives  a  standardised  rate  and  enables 
comparison  to  be  made  for  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with 
rates  of  other  districts* 
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Local  Authority  Area 

England  & 

Wales 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  ase 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

12,494 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

11  ,177 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1,317 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

8,373 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

7,503 

Illegitimate 

- 

U9 

- 

870 

Under  1  week  of  a^e 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

7,142 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

6,365 

Illegitimate 

DEATHS  -  ALL  AGES 

146 

118 

264 

591 ,907 

Live  Birth  Rates,  etc. 

Livebirths  per  1 ,000  home  population  (crude 

rate) 

Area  comparability  factor 

Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  Ideal  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Illegitimate  livebirths  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births 

Local 

Authority 

Area 

England  & 
Wales 

16.3 

.96 

1  5.6 

1  .06 

5 

14.8 

1  .00 
14.8 

1  .00 

9 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Stillbirths  per  1 ,000  total  live  &  still  birth 

s  8 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Deaths  under  1  years  per  1 ,000  live  births 

10 

17 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year 

11 

17 

per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year 

- 

21 

per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000  live  births 

6 

12 

table  continued 


■■  - . “i 

Local 

Authority  j 
Area  1 

| 

England 

& 

Wales 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1 ,000  total  live 
births 

6 

12 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined,  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births 

14 

22 

Death  Rates .  etc*  =  All  ages 

Deaths  per  1 ,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

8*8 

12*1 

Area  comparability  factor 

1  .00 

1  *00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

|  8„8 

12*1 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

,73 

1  a  00 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1972* 

BIRTH  RATES 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

1 7o8  1 7o3  1 7*6  18.1  16*4  16,8  16  8  18,2  1 7*5  18.1  16,3 

Local  adjusted  rate  =  15*6 
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INFANT 1LE  MORTALITY 


The  number  of  children  dying  within  the  first  twelve  months  of  life 
was  5»  compared  with  9  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  was  11,  compared  with  England  and  Wales  -  17*  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
as  compared  with  previous  years. 


1964 

1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972  1 

NOc  of  deaths 

7 

4 

6 

4 

3 

10 

9 

9 

5 

Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births  in 
Yeovil  R„D0 

13.8 

7*7 

1  2o0 

7o8 

8C3 

19 

16 

17 

11 

Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births  in 
Eng„  &  Wales 

20„0 

19*0 

1  8.9 

19,0 

18 

18 

18 

18 

17 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  A NO  AGES 


Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 
under  1  year 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour 

1 

- 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

Othe  r  infective  and  parasitic 

tr» 

1 

diseases 

Pneumonia 

1 

Total  e  e  o 

3 

2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  age/sex  incidence,  and  it  will  be  noted  tiat  amongst  the 
Males,  of  the  146  deaths,  47  occurred  between  the  ages  of  65  and  75?  and  63  occurred  over  the  age  of  75. 
Of  the  Females,  of  the  total  of  181  deaths,  24  occurred  between  the  ages  of  65  and  75 ,  and  65  over  the 
age  of  75* 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  (ail  forms)  was  57  •  The 
table  as  set  out  below  shows  the  incidence  of  Cancer  for  previous 
years , 


Yeovil  R.D 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  and  also  figures  for  the  previous  year. 


Cases  Notified 

1972 

1971 

i-^  0  9*  O  1  O  0.0  .OO  006  ©Co  (960 

146 

98 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  . . .  ... 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ... 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

Tuberculosis,  Non- pulmonary  0..  ... 

3 

— 

To  0 al  ...  .  o  e  ooo  o  o  o 

155 

106 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  was  2, 
lion-pulmonary  3®  There  were  no  deaths  recorded  as  being  due  to  Tuberculosis* 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  the 
direct  responsinility  of  the  Somerset  County  Council*  At  each  clinic 
a  doctor  engaged  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  attends  regularly,  also 
a  District  Nurse.  Facilities  are  available  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
Infant  Welfare  Foods ,  including  National  Dried  Milk,  vitamin  tablets,  etc., 
and  certain  proprietary  dried  milk  preparations,  which  are  sold  at  the 
Clinics  at  special  prices.  Apart  from  other  considerations,  the  clinics 
have  an  important  educational  value.  Associated  with  each  Clinic  is  a 
voluntary  Committee,  the  value  of  whose  services  it  would  be  difficult 
to  over  emphasize.  The  table  below  sets  out  the  attendances  etc.,  at 
the  various  clinics. 


No,  of  children  who 
attended  for  the  1st 
time  under  1  yr,  of  age 

MAR- 

TOCK 

STH , 

P  ’TON 

— - - — * 

STOKE- 

SUB¬ 

HAM 

WEST 

COKER 

— - 

W'HILI 

ROAD 

ILCH- 

ESTER. 

TOTAL 

53 

55 

29 

H 

34 

not 

record 

ed 

182 

No,  of  children  who 
attended  during  the  yr. 

254 

230 

80 

68 

106 

h 

71  3 

Total  attendances  of 
children  during  the  yr. 

1  ,131 

993 

587 

318 

469 

1,116 

4,614 

Average  attendance  of 
children  per  session 

47J 

41  «4 

21 

26.5 

39 

48.5 

223,5 

Total  No.  of  consult¬ 
ations  with  M.O. 

259 

293 

60 

66 

102 

159 

. 

939 

No.  of  medical 
sessions  with  M.O, 

24 

24 

12 

6 

12 

23 

101 

Total  No.  of  sessions 

24 

24 

23 

12 

12 

23 

118 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

468 

Illegitimate  23 

Total 

491 

Stillbirths 

it 

4 

" 

n 

*00 

4 

Infant  Deaths 

ti 

5 

ii 

It 

C  C  0 

5 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


This  service  continues  to  render  excellent  assistance,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  scope  of  its  activities,, 


Type  of  Case 


1211 


Maternity  « . . 

Old  Age  and  Infirmity 
Chronic  Illness 
General  Illness 
Mental  Health 
Tuberculosis 
Post  Operation 
Accidents 
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ft  ft 
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ft  ft 


ft  ft 


4 

128 

11 

1 

4 


3 


10 

156 

10 

2 

1 

1 


1  51  1  80 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act 


during  1972. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Works  and  Public  Health  Committee 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  Department 
for  the  year  1972. 


As  this  is  probably  the  last  report  to  be  presented  to 
you  concerning  the  work  undertaken  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
I  wish  to  sincerely  thank s- 

(a)  The  members  of  the  Council  for  their  confidence  in  my 
ability  to  control  the  Department  since  July,  1957- 

(b)  To  the  other  members  of  the  Department  for  their 
support  since  they  first  took  up  their  duties  with 
this  Council.  I  think  the  length  of  their  service 
is  worthy  of  mention  and  also  very  favourably 
reflects  the  excellence  of  the  Council  as 
Employers i - 

Mr.  J.  T.  Dallimore  your  Acting  C.P.H.I.  has  been  in  your 

employ  since  1958 ; 

Mr.  W.  G.  Kelley  your  Senior  Meat  Inspector  since  I96I; 

Mr.  W.  A.  Barton,  Additional  P.H.I.  since  19633 

Mr.  D.  de  Groot ,  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  since  1965 5 

In  my  own  case  I  have  completed  27  years  service  whicn 
seems  to  have  passed  too  quickly.  I  have  enjoyed  every 
minute  of  it. 


(c)  To  Dr.  Fox  and  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  who  have  on 

so  many  occasions  extended  the  hand  of  fellowship. 


/I , 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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AGRICULTURAL  MATTERS. 


(A)  Agricultural  Act,  1956 

It  has,  once  again,  not  been  possible  to  devote  the  staff 
time  needed  to  carry  out  a  comprehensive  survey  for  the  purposes 
of  determining  the  standard  of  washing  and  sanitary  facilities 
available  to  farm  workers  in  the  area.  The  need  to  improve 
these  facilities  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  near  future,  both 
on  arable  farms  and  on  dairy  farms.  Arable  farms  are  becoming 
larger,  consequently  the  workers  are  spread  around  a  greater 
area  during  the  day  and  there  is  therefore  a  particular  need 
for  temporary  facilities  during  hoeing  and  picking  periods. 

In  the  case  of  dairy  farms  the  need  to  promote  greater 
hygiene  in  milk  production  and  improved  animal  health  is  much 
to  the  fore  and  therefore  adequate  facilities  for  workers 
should  be  the  first  and  most  important  step  in  this  direction. 

(B )  Agricultural  Aviation 

The  controls  on  spraying  from  the  air  promised  by  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  in  197 1  still  have  not 
materialised.  Fortunately  however  the  difficulties  experienced 
in  1971  have  not  so  far  recurred.  The  Department  now  promise 
that  Regulations  will  be  made  to  come  into  operation  for  197^ 
and  in  addition  they  will  be  publishing  an  advisory  document. 

.2.  ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 


The  number  of  licensed  kennels  has  increased  to  two.  One  caters 
for  32  cats  and  the  other  for  16  dogs  and  3  cats.  The  standard  of 
accomodation  and  care  in  both  instances  is  very  satisfactory. 


3.  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 


i)  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  unauthorised  sites 

which  have  cropped  up  from  t ime-to-time .  One  site  in  particular 
has  had  up  to  seven  caravans  in  occupation,.  The  facilities  are 
very  limited  on  these  sites  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  ensure 
that  a  modicum  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained  whilst  the  processes 
of  law  have  been  grinding  -albeit  very  slowly  -  to  remedy  the 
situation  formally.  Once  such  a  site  is  in  being,  it  puts  stress 
on  the  housing  agencies  in  the  area  either  to  house  the  occupants 
or  to  see  that  the  caravan  is  moved  to  an  approved  site.  Neither 
of  these  ideal  solutions  is  easy  to  achieve. 

ii)  One  site  which  had  permission  for  twenty-eight  caravans  and  which 

has  been  in  existence  since  i960,  is  being  substantially  modernised, 
including  improvements  to  roads,  standings,  layout  and  services. 

The  number  of  caravans  on  the  site  will,  because  of  these  improvements, 
be  reduced  to  19* 
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iii)  One  site  which  is  the  subject  of  an  Agreement  under  Section  37 

of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1962,  and  which  is  being 
run  down  by  September,  1974  has  so  far,  been  reduced  from  twenty 
caravans  to  four. 

iv)  Some  sites  are  exempted  from  the  provision  of  the  Act  as  they  are 

approved  and  certified  by  the  Caravan  Club  or  a  similar  organisation. 
The  number  of  these  sites  is  on  the  increase  and  there  were  in  fact 
five  in  the  area  during  the  year.  Whereas  the  intention  is  to  provide 
sites  which  are  of  a  strictly  tourist  nature  it  is  regrettable  that 
occasional  mis-use  occurs. 


(a) 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  for  single 

caravans 

28 

(b) 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  for  sites 

with  more  than  one  caravan 

11 

(c) 

Total  number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites 

184 

(d) 

Estimated  number  of  occupants  resident 
during  year 

250 

(e) 

Number  of  licensed  holiday  sites  -  one  for 
three  caravans 

(f) 

Number  of  sites  closed 

NIL 

(g) 

Tented  sites  in  use 

1 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 

(A)  Abandoned  Vehicles 

Five  abandoned  vehicles  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Two  were  removed  by  their  owners  and  three  were  removed  and 
destroyed  by  the  Council.  No  costs  were  incurred  in  having  the 
vehicles  removed  and  destroyed. 

Fifteen  vehicles  were  voluntarily  taken  to  Odcombe  Tip  by 
their  owners  and  were  cut  up  and  removed  by  a  local  scrap  dealer. 

(B )  Refuse  dumping 

Three  cases  of  refuse  dumping  were  reported  during  the 
year,  but  it  was  not  possible  in  either  instance,  to  trace  the 
person  responsible. 

Extensive  use  is  made  of  the  refuse  bay  provided  at  Odcombe 
Tip,  so  that  members  of  the  public  can  deposit  refuse  when  the  tip 
is  not  open  and  this  no  doubt  helps  considerably  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  refuse  deposited  in  lanes  and  hedgerows. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT 


Seven  visits  to  premises  were  necessary  and  resulted 
being  taken  to  deal  with  factory  boiler  plant  emissions  and 


in  informal  action 
garden  bonfires. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMODATION 


There  were  no  new  sewerage  schemes  brought  into  operation  during 
the  year  so  that  the  number  of  conversions  to  water-carriage  drainage 
was  substantially  lower  than  in  recent  years.  Only  six  such  conversions 
took  place,  leaving  about  192  properties  still  relying  upon  either  pail 
or  chemical  closets. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

The  outbreak  of  Swine  Vesicular  disease  during  1972  has  focused 
attention  on  waste  food  boiling  generally,  and  in  particular  on  the 
legislation  controlling  this  processing. 

More  stringent  regulations  are  to  be  brought  into  force  during 
1973  and  it  is  expected  that  these  may  cause  some  waste  food  processors 
to  cease  operating. 

Four  licensed  plants  were  operated  during  the  year  and  these  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Two  unlicensed  operations  came  to  light  during  the  year  and  this 
situation  was  regularised. 


DRAINAGE  NUISANCES  AND  POLLUTION 

It  has  often  been  said  in  public  health  circles  that  as  far  as 
drainage  is  concerned  truth  is  often  stranger  than  fiction.  Two  recent 
happenings  illustrate  thiss 

Case  1 

This  involved  the  extensive  pollution  of  a  stream  in  South 
Petherton  by  a  light  oil.  Extensive  investigations  were  carried  out 
of  the  sewers  and  private  drainage  systems  in  the  locality  and  a 
sample  was  also  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All  proved  to  be  of 
negative  assistance.  After  investigations  over  a  period  of  three  days 
an  old  plan  was  discovered  dating  from  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  which  showed  a  hitherto  unknown  surface  water  drain  running 
to  the  stream  above  the  point  where  the  pollution  was  occurring.  In 
tracing  the  likely  course  of  this  drain  a  patch  of  oil  was  found  on 
some  waste  ground  which,  shortly  before  had  been  used  by  a  Civil 
Engineering  Contractor  for  the  fueling  of  portable  machinery.  Further 
enquiries  revealed  that  a  40  gallon  drum  of  light  fuel  oil  had  been 
on  this  site  for  some  time  and  that  it  had  been  leaking.  The  contractor 
co-operated  and  excavated  the  site  and  it  was  found  that  immediately 
under  the  oil  patch  -  at  a  depth  of  7  feet  -  was  a  6”  drain.  The 
sub-soil  was  a  medium  clay  but  even  so  the  oil  had  surprisingly  seeped 
through  it  and  into  the  drain  in  such  quantities  as  to  cause  severe 
pollution  of  the  stream,, 

/Continued  ...  Case  2. 
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DRAINAGE  NUISANCES  AND  POLLUTION  (Cont) 


Case  2 

This  involved  the  seepage  of  foul  water  onto  a  footpath.  Initial 
testing  indicated  that  the  foul  water  came  Irom  an  adjoining  terrace  of 
six  houses  by  means  of  an  old  stone  culvert.  However,  whereas  it  was 
expected  that  the  drainage  would  be  coming  from  all  six  properties  more 
exhaustive  tests  showed  that  only  four  were  responsible.  Over  a  period 
of  two  months  spasmodic  but  extensive  colour  and  electronic  traces  were 
carried  out  and  excavations  made  only  to  reveal  that  the  terrace  was  in 
fact  served  by  four  separate  sets  of  drains!  The  trouble  was  eventually 
traced  to  a  point  where  a  piped  drain  crossed  over  the  line  of  the 
stone  culvert,  the  pipe  had  fractured  at  the  precise  point  of 
intersection  and  the  drainage  was  found  to  be  flowing  into  the  culvert 
instead  of  flowing  through  the  drain.  The  detection  had  taken  three 
months  but  the  repair  only  took  three  hours! 


9.  FACTORIES  ACT .  I96I 


See  Appendix  1  for  Statutory  Report* 


10.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I97O 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS ,  1966 

(A)  Food  Premises; 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  inspections  were  carried  out 
in  food  premises  and  delivery  vehicles  during  the  year  which 
resulted  in  seventeen  informal  notices  being  served  in 
connection  with  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  practices. 

The  number  and  type  of  premises  and  vehicles  remained 
static  during  the  year  viz:- 


Bakers  6 
Butchers  11 
Catering  Premises  27 
Confectioners  12 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  3 
Fish  Merchants  3 
Grovers  59 
Greengrocers  4 
Licensed  premises  45 
Poultry  dressers  3 
Wholesale  premises  4 
Vegetable  preparer  1 


1?8 


(B) 


Substantial  variations  were  experienced  in  the  type 
of  food  complained  of  and  in  the  nature  of  the  contaminants  etc. 
It  is  perhaps  a  measure  of  the  serious  view  and  need  for  careful 
and  thorough  investigation  of  these  complaints  that  70  visits 
and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  l4  complaints 
received . 


One  complaint  regarding  foreign  matter  in  sausage  resulted 
in  a  prosecution  with  a  fine  and  costs  of  £45,  whilst  at  the  other 
end  of  the  scale  two  complaints  were  considered  to  be  unfounded. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  convey  to  a  complainant  that  a 
naturally  occuring  insect  pest,  whilst  being  repulsive  in  a  food 
commodity,  is  not  sufficient  grounds  for  involving  a  food 
manufacturer  in  legal  proceedings.  Two  instances  of  this  nature 
occurred,  one  involved  the  larva  of  an  insect  which  lays  its  egg 
in  the  flower  stage  of  plums  and  is  sometimes  present  in  unstoned 
canned  plums.  A  similar  complaint  concerned  an  insect  larva  in 
imported  canned  celery  hearts. 
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Extraneous  foreign  matter  in  food  accounted  for  six 
complaints,  including,  glass  in  honey,  metal  in  bread  and 
meat  products,  and  debris  in  milk.  The  metal  in  bread  and 
meat  products  were  instances  where  legal  proceedings  would 
have  been  considered  desirable  but  in  both  instances  the 
"chain  of  evidence"  to  prove  sale  was  incomplete. 

The  complaint  of  debris  in  milk  is  worthy  of 
comment,  in  that  the  debris  was  extremely  finely  divided 
vegetable  matter  and  was  only  visible  on  close  examination 
after  the  milk  had  been  standing  undisturbed  for  some 
thirty  minutes.  When  it  was  realised  that  the  debris  was 
not  merely  a  local  dairy  concern,  investigations  radiated 
to  Plymouth,  Leicester  and  Wolverhampton.  Several  reasons 
were  suspected  as  contributing  to  the  presence  of  the 
debris.  Firstly,  seasonal,  in  that  the  housing  of  cattle 
in  winter  produces  dustier  conditions  in  the  milking  areas, 
added  to  which  the  collection  of  milk  at  farms  by  bulk 
tanker  is  not  in  all  aspects  an  hygienic  improvement  on 
the  churn  collection  system  in  that  extraneous  matter  is 
not  so  readily  detectable  at  source,  and  finally  centrifuging 
and  filter  straining  of  milk  at  the  bottling  plant  is  necessary 
to  totally  remove  the  debris.  At  most  bottling  plants  only 
one  of  these  methods  of  straining  has  been  found  necessary 
in  the  past. 

Mould  in  beer,  cheese  and  confectionery  accounted  for 
the  remaining  complaints. 


Food  Inspection 

Requests  from  retailers  and  caterers  were  received  on 
eleven  occasions  for  the  inspection  of  food  which  was  suspect 
in  some  respect.  Defrosted  frozen  food  accounted  for  the 
greatest  part  of  the  four  hundredweight  condemned. 


Ice  Cream 


One  factory  continued  to  manufacture  ice  cream  and  was 
sampled  regularly  during  the  year  and  produced  the  following 
bacteriological  gradings:- 


No.  of  samples 

%  of  total 

Grade  1 

11 

44 

Grade  2 

3 

12 

Grade  3 

11 

44 

Grade  4 

Nil 

Nil 

These  results  were  below  the  standard  recommended  by  the  Publ 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  but  the  factory  has  now  closed. 

/ 
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Food  Condemned  or  surrendered: 


Tons 

( nearest ) 


1 .  Meat ; 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 


(i) 

carcase  meat 

90 

(ii) 

offal 

186 

2. 

Fish  (fresh) 

3. 

Frozen  foods 

due  to 

cabinet 

breakdown 
4.  Other  Foods 


Prosecutions  for  food  offences: 

(a)  Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  2 

(b)  Number  of  prosecutions  under  Section  8 

(c)  Total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  imposed 


Tons 

(nearest ) 

2?6 

56  lbs 

218  lbs 
184  lbs 

ONE 

NIL 

£45*00 
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11. 


HOUSING  (private  sector) 


Halfway  through  the  year  the  Department  of  the  Environment  asked 
all  local  authorities  to  determine  an  overall  strategy  for  dealing  with 
Slums  and  Older  Houses  and  in  this  connection  the  Council  were  asked  to 
take  action  as  follows e- 


(a)  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  ascertain  the  age,  condition  and 
tenure  of  the  present  housing  stock,  both  public  and  private  in 
their  district?  and  to  set  against  this  their  assessment  of 
housing  need  in  their  area,  in  particular,  the  needs  and  wishes 
of  those  now  living  in  slums  and  older  houses; 

(b)  in  the  light  of  this  information  to  review  existing  plans  for 
dealing  with  unsatisfactory  housing  and  if  they  have  not  done  so 
already,  to  draw  up  a  strategy  for  the  clearance  or  improvement 
of  this  housing  by  I98O ,  if  not  before; 

(c)  to  inform  him  of  the  present  state  of  their  older  housing  stock 
and  of  local  housing  need  and  to  provide  an  outline  of  the 
strategy  to  be  followed  in  dealing  with  it; 

(d)  to  inform  him  of  practical  constraints  which  stand  in  the  way 
of  achieving  the  objective,  and  to  pu.£  to  him  any  suggestions 
for  improving  present  procedures,  including  any  relating  to 
particular  problems  in  their  districts,  which,  in  their  view, 
would  make  for  more  rapid  progress". 

As  a  result,  the  Council  decided  that  a  10%  Sample  Survey  of  houses 
in  the  area  be  carried  out.  Accordingly  every  tenth  property  was  abstracted 
from  the  Valuation  List  so  providing  a  base  sample  of  1,151  properties. 

Of  this  number  480  were  found  to  be  either  non-domestic  or  Council  houses 
and  a  "true  sample"  of  7^9  was  therefore  determined. 

It  was  found  (see  Schedules  below)  that  there  were  comparatively 
few  truly  unfit  properties  but  that  there  were  a  large  number  of  sub¬ 
standard,  but  nevertheless  structurally  sound,  properties  which  were 
worthy  of  improvement. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  was  calculated  to  be  about  120  but  as 
they  are  scattered  throughout  the  area  it  was  considered  that  they  would 
best  be  dealt  with  individually,  as  the  opportunity  arose. 

On  the  question  of  the  sub-standard  houses  it  was  clearly  shown 
from  the  interest  generated  during  the  survey,  that  the  best  action  would 
be  by  way  of  carefully  directed  publicity  to  individual  owners.  This  the 
Department  are  now  endeavouring  to  do. 
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Amenities  available  in  privately  owned  dwellings  of  all  ages; 

%  with  amenity 


(a)  Sink  93 

(b)  Hot  water  supply  to  the  sink  85 

(c)  Bath  in  a  bathroom  83 

(d)  Bath  elsewhere  than  in  a  bathroom  1 

(e)  Hot  water  supply  to  a  bath  83 

(f)  Wash-hand  basin  84 

(g)  Hot  water  supply  to  a  wash-hand  basin  8l 

(h)  Water  closet  accessible  from  within  the  84 

dwelling 

(i)  Water  closet  outside  the  dwelling  (not  7 

including  second  W.C.'s)  (590  properties) 

(j)  Food  store  79 


Structural  condition  of  dwellings; 

(a)  Good  state  of  repair 

(b)  Minor  disrepair 

(c)  Major  disrepair 

(d)  Unfit  for  human  habitation 

(Approx.  120  dwellings) 


% 

77.03 

20^30 

1,07 

1.60 


Approx .  No . 
without 

670 

1120 

1220 

1260 

1250 

1370 

1160 

1550 
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Estimate  of  condition  of  Housing  Stock  in  Mid- 1^72 


Number  of  privately 
owned  dwellings 


Unfit  dwellings  (a) 


1. 

In  areas  already  declared  under 

Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

Nil 

2. 

In  other  areas  to  be  declared  Under 

Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

Nil 

3- 

Not  in  Part  III  areas 

120 

4. 

Total  of  unfit  dwellings  (items  1  plus  2 
plus  3) 

120 

Dwellings  not  unfit  (a) 

5. 

Up  to  12  point  standard 

5610 

6 . 

Capable  of  improvement  to  12  point 
standard 

1170 

7- 

Not  capable  of  improvement  to  12  point 
standard 

500 

Total  dwellings  in  the  area  (items  4  7^00 

plus  5  plus  6  plus  7 ) 
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Action  taken  during  the  years 


(A)  Housing  Act ,  1957 ; 

(l)  Section  17  -  individual  unfit  houses; 


(a)  demolished  ......  Nil 

( b )  c losed  ......  4 


(2)  Section  9  -  individual  houses  which  were  unfit  but 

capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost 

.  Nil 

Section  9A  -  as  above  -  but  where  a  house  is  not  uA^it 


(3)  Houses  made  fit 

(a)  after  formal  action  .  3 

(b)  after  informal  action  .  20 


(B )  Housing  Act,  I96I: 

(1)  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  . .  Nil 

(2)  Substitution  of  Closing  Order  for  Demolition  Order  .......  Nil 

(C)  Housing  Act,  1969° 

(1)  Section  28  -  General  Improvement  Areas 

Number  defined  . .  Nil 

(2)  Section  43  -  Qualification  Certificates  (relating  to  increase 

in  rent  of  dwellings  in  good  repair  and  provided 
with  the  standard  amenities): 


Applications  s 

(a) 

received 

11 

(b) 

approved 

9 

(c) 

refused  ...... 

2 

(3)  Section  46  -  Certificates  of  provisional  approval  of 

qualification  certificates  pending  work  of 
improvement  being  carried  outs- 


Applicat ions :  (a)  received  . .  Nil 

(b)  granted  .  Nil 


(4)  Section  5^  -  Number  of  Court  Orders  made  empowering  landlords 

to  enter  dwellings  to  carry  out  improvements 

.  Nil 


One 
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1972 


Qualification  certificates: 


(a) 

Applicat ions 

received 

11 

(b) 

Applicat ions 

granted 

9 

(c ) 

Applicat ions 

refused 

2 

Certificates  of  provisional  Approval: 


(a) 

Applications 

received 

- 

(b) 

Applications 

granted 

- 

(c ) 

Applications 

refused 

_ 

IMPORTED  FOOD  REGULATIONS 


The  food  received  during  the  year  was  again  restricted  to 
meat  but  the  quantity  was  substantially  less  than  that  received 
in  previous  years.  Only  five  containers  holding  a  total  of  770 
forequarters  of  beef  were  examined.  The  Country  of  origin  in  all 
cases  was  Eire. 
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13. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


It  may  be  seen  from  the  schedules  on  the  two  following  pages 
that  the  number  of  grant  applications  has  dropped  substantially  this 
year  and  the  figure  has  now  returned  to  the  pre  ' 1969  Housing  Act ' 
level.  Various  reasons  may  be  put  forward  for  this  decrease,  some  of 
which  are:- 

(i)  The  lack  of  builders  willing  to  do  improvement  work  at  a 
time  when  there  is  plenty  of  new  private  building  work 
available; 

(ii)  This  shortage  of  builders  so  discouraging  people  who  realise 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  a  builder  to  do  the  work 
or  to  complete  the  work  on  time  from  applying  for  a  grant; 

(iii)  The  'balancing*  of  house  prices  throughout  the  country,  to 
the  extent  that  persons  retiring  to  the  area  from  the  larger 
cities  do  not  now  have  as  much  excess  cash  left  after  selling 
their  'town'  houses  to  spend  on  improvements; 

(iv)  With  house  prices  and  interest  rates  high,  young  families 
can  only  manage  to  buy  a  house  and  to  pay  the  mortgage. 
Improvements  are  therefore  taking  a  back  seat  for  the  time 
being; 

(v)  The  advent  of  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972,  which  allows  a 
rent  to  be  increased  on  a  property  without  the  necessity 

of  it  first  being  brought  up  to  a  good  standard  of  amenity 
and  repair; 

(vi)  In  these  days  when  there  is  a  plethora  of  television  and 
cars,  many  people  have  ready  means  of  forgetting  the  more 
undesirable  elements  of  their  environment.  If  therefore, 

to  improve  the  amenities,  substantial  disturbance  is  involved, 
they  would  prefer  to  put  up  with  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions . 


These  factors  add  up  to  a  need  for  the  Council  to  give  as  much 
help  and  guidance  to  prospective  applicants  as  is  possible  and  to  smooth 
the  path  between  the  initial  enquiry  and  the  approval  so  that  unnecessary 
deterents  are  avoided. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


For  Conversions: 


1972  I97I 


APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

7 

20 

APPLIC¬ 

ATIONS 

APPROVED 

1.  Dwellings 

(a)  owner-occupied 

2 

1 

(b)  other 

8 

17 

2.  Estimated 

total  cost 

(ignoring 
limits  of 
grant ) 

(a)  conversion  ( inc 1 . prof . fees ) 

£29,987 

£43, 5( 

(b)  repairs  accepted  as  improv. 

£2,789 

£2,86; 

(c)  other  works 

£5,836 

£8 ,07; 

3.  Approved  expense  of  works 

£32,776 

£46,3.' 

4.  Amount  of  grant  approved 

£10,771 

£16, 1C 

5.  Grants  within  £100  of  statutory  max.  No.  dwgs. 

3 

1 

GRANTS 

PAID 

(a)  dwellings  No.  dwgs. 

15 

16 

(b)  amount  of  grant  paid 

£12,104 

£14,8: 

For  General-  Improvements: 


1972  1971 


APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

21 

37 

APPLIC¬ 

ATIONS 

APPROVED 

1.  Dwellings 

(a)  owner-occupied 

16 

15 

(b)  other 

6 

16 

2.  Estimated 

total  cost 

( ignoring 
limits  of 
grant ) 

(a)  improv.  ( inc 1 . prof . fees ) 

£55,437 

£53,Of| 

(b)  repairs  accepted  as  improv. 

£7,390 

£6 , 524 

(c)  other  works 

£25,916 

£21,06 

3.  Approved  expense  of  works 

£62,851 

£59,53 

4.  Amount  of  grant  approved 

£20 , 740 

£26,38 

5.  Grants  within  £100  of  statutory  max.  No.  dwgs. 

- 

1 

GRANTS 

PAID 

(a)  dwellings  No.  dwgs. 

26 

25 

(b)  amount  of  grant  paid 

£22,877 

£20 , 18 

1972  1971 

Total  amount  of  grant  approved  for  Conversions  and  General 

Improvements  £31,5H  £42,4 


Number  of  Properties  32  49 

Average  per  property  £984  £863 
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STANDARD  GRANTS 


New  Applications  1972  1971 

APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  17  24 

Applications  Approved; 


1.  Owner-occupied 
dwellings  to  be 
improved  to 

( a )  FULL  STANDARD 

(normal  limit)  No.  dwgs. 

13 

11 

(b)  FULL  STANDARD* 

(higher  limit)  No.  dwgs. 

2 

5 

(c)  LESS  THAN  FULL 

STANDARD  No.  dwgs. 

1 

2.  Other  dwellings 
to  be  improved 

to 

( a )  FULL  STANDARD 

(normal  limit)  No.  dwgs. 

3 

(b)  FULL  STANDARD* 

(higher  limit)  No.  dwgs. 

2 

O 

di 

(c)  LESS  THAN  FULL  , 

STANDARD  No.  dwgs. 

3.  Dwellings  owned  by  housing  assoc. 

>>  y  No.  dwgs. 

(.included  in  2  above,) 

- 

- 

4.  Dwellings  with  less  than  a  15  year  life 

( .  ,  .  .  .  „  ,  (  No .  dwg s . 

(included  in  1  or  2  above.) 

- 

- 

5.  Total  amount  of  grant  approved  £ 

3,440 

£4,549 

Grants  Paid: 

1.  All  Standard  Grants 


1972  1971 


Number  of  dwellings 

16 

22 

Amount  paid 

£2,839 

£4 ,017 

Number  of 

amenities 

provided 

\ 

Fixed  baths  or  showers 

11 

18 

Wash  basins 

12 

20 

Sinks 

1 

1 

Hot  &  cold 

Water 

Supplies 

at  three  points 
at  one  or  two 

po  i  nt  s 

9 

6 

9 

2 

Water  Closets 

11 

16 

Higher  limit  grants  (included  in  1  above) 

Number  of  dwellings 

5 

7 

Number  of  bathrooms  added 

2 

4 

Number  of  piped  water  supplies 

install . 

- 

Number  of  septic  tank  or  cess¬ 
pool  drainage  systems  installed 

3 

5 

3. 


LESS  THAN  FULL  STANDARD  (included  in  1  above)  No.  dwgs.  - 
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14.  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  3 

Civic  Amenities  Act-  and  Litter  Act  46 

Clean  Air  Act  9 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  18 

Disinfestations  and  disinfections  35 

Drainage  169 

Factories  8 

Food  Complaints  8l 

Food  Premises  and  Vehicles: 

(a)  Bakers  and  bakeries  3 

(b)  Shops  43 

(c)  Cafes  Restaurants/Kitchens  51 

(d)  Fish  and  chip/Wet  fish  shop  3 

(e)  Licensed  premises  and  Off  Licences  8 

(f)  Sweet  confectionery  1 

(g)  Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  28 

Housing  257 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  and  Registration  23 

Improvement  Grants  620 

Infectious  Disease  44 

Inspection  of  food  15 

Interviews  8 

Meat  Inspection  (not  including  full-time  staff)  257 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  8 

Miscellaneous  36 

Moveable  dwellings  77 

Noise  Abatement  Act  51 

Nuisances  128 

Offices  and  Shops  Act  35 

Pet  Animals  Act  4 

Petroleum  Acts  59 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  17 1 

Rents  and  Qualification  Certificates  11 

Rodent  Control  37 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act  1967  and  Inspection  of 

Poultry  3 

Water  Supplies  28 
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15 


MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


(i)  During  the  year  there  was  a  great  deal  of  publicity  regarding 
the  meat  industry  and  meat  inspection.  The  effect  of  rising 
prices  for  both  live  and  dead  weight  have  naturally  meant 
that  condemnations  of  meat  caused  more  concern  in  the  farming 
and  meat  industries.  Since  the  pattern  and  degree  of  disease 
has  remained  much  as  before,  however,  the  percentage  of 
condemnations  has  remained  fairly  constant. 

(ii)  The  controversy  regarding  meat  inspection  raised  by  the 
veterinary  profession  was  intensified  during  the  year  but 
present  legislation  leaves  the  responsibility  for  meat 
inspection,  with  the  District  Local  Authority  and  with  the 
Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

(iii)  At  the  principal  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  plans  have  been 
drawn  up  to  alter  the  method  of  beef  dressing.  The  new  line 
will  be  for  vertical  dressing  and  will  incorporate  a  hide 
puller,  a  new  gut  and  tripe  dressing  room  with  a  compressed 
unit  to  "blow"  stomach  contents  well  away  from  the  slaughter 
house  direct  to  a  dung  container.  There  will  also  be  a  new 
detention  room  and  condemned  room  and  a  room  for  the  trimming 
and  packaging  of  offals.  The  alterations  will  eventually  mean 
an  increased  rate  of  throughput  per  hour  and  will  involve 
inspection  points  for  udder,  gut,  red  offals,  heads  and 
carcases.  This  will  necessitate  the  presence  of,  at  least, 
two  inspectors  on  the  line.  When  the  alterations  have  been 
completed  and  the  new  line  is  operative  a  more  positive 
assessment  of  manpower  needs  can  be  made.  Disposal  of  blood 
has  always  been  a  major  problem  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the 
near  future  blood  may  be  collected  and  utilised  by  an  animal 
products  firm  dealing  with  pet  foods. 

(iv)  Since  August,  the  slaughterhouse  at  Martock,  has  been  slaughtering 
cattle  from  the  Brucellosis  eradication  areas  of  Carmarthen  and 
Aberystwyth.  The  cattle  are  sent  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  under  licence,  as  the  slaughterhouse  within 
the  eradication  area  are  unable  to  cope  with  the  numbers  involved. 
The  monthly  throughput  of  these  animals  is  given  below:- 


August  1972 

- 

97 

September  1972 

- 

78 

October  1972 

-- 

135 

November  1972 

- 

311 

December  1972 

=. 

242 

(v)  See  Appendix  IT  for  schedule  of  animals  inspected  and  meat  condemned. 

(vi)  Appendix  III  gives  details  of  specific  diseases  and  conditions  which 
led  to  the  condemnations  listed  in  Appendix  II  . 
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NEW  HOUSES 


16, 


(Figures  supplied  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor) 


Local  Authority 


Private 


Houses  erected  during  year 
Houses  erected  1945  -  1971 


Total 


8 

1,385 

1,393 


165 

2,715 

2,880 


17.  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


Complaints 


One  complaint  arose  regarding  domestic  premises  and  two  were 
received  concerning  commercial  premises.  All  the  complaints  were 
satisfactorily  resolved  by  informal  action. 


Planning  Liason 


Noise  level  measurements  were  taken  at  varying  times  of 
the  day  and  night  in  the  vicinity  of  housing  estates  where  it  was 
proposed  to  erect  a  factory. 

As  the  result  of  these  measurements  a  maximum  noise  level 
for  the  factory  was  imposed  as  a  condition  of  the  Planning  Permission. 


/ 
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18. 


NOTICES  SERVED  -  Informal 


(a)  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  I960: 

(i)  Site  defects  2 

(ii)  Unauthorised  siting  3 

(b)  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967° 

(i)  Abandoned  vehicles  2 

(c)  Clean  Air  Act,  1956: 

(i)  Smoke  nuisance  1 

(d)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970*  10 

(e)  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 

Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966:  7 

(f)  Housing  Act,  1957s 

(i)  Houses  repairable  at  reasonable 

cost  3 

(g)  Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960:  2 

(h)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Act ,  1963  s  3 

(i)  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Section  30  -  Overflowing  cesspools  2 

(ii)  Section  93  -  Nuisances  - 

(a)  Disrepair  of 

Houses  7 

(b)  Other  Premises  4 

(j)  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  3 

and  Public  Health  Act,  I96I,  Section  73  s  1 

(k)  Water  Act,  1945s  H 
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19. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  number  of  inspections  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
were  considerably  less  than  in  previous  years,  due,  in  part,  to 
the  fact,  that  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  taken  up  by  duties 
in  connection  with  the  Ugandan  Asian  Refugees  in  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year. 

Only  minor  contraventions  were  found  during  the  thirty- five 
'general*  inspections  which  were  made® 


(a)  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section 

4 

1 

Section 

5 

0 

Section 

6 

1 

Section 

7 

2 

Section 

8 

0 

Section 

9 

1 

Sect  ion 

10 

1 

Section 

11 

0 

Section 

12 

1 

Section 

13 

0 

Section 

14 

0 

Sect  ion 

15 

2 

Section 

16 

4 

Section 

17 

0 

Section 

18 

0 

Section 

19 

0 

Section 

23 

10 

Section 

24 

0 

TOTAL  24 


/Continued  ...  (b) 
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Registered  Premises 

Class 

New 

during 

Year 

Total  at 

end  of  the 

year 

Genera  1 
Inspections 

Persons 

Employed 

Offices 

4 

20 

2 

73 

Retail  Shops 

3 

51 

11 

l4l 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

Nil 

7 

7  - 

15 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

2 

15 

15 

92 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

l 

Nil 

21 

Totals 

9 

94 

35 

342 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

5 

Overcrowding 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers.) 

6 

Temperature 

15 

Eating  facilities 

7 

Ventilation 

16 

Floors,  passage  &  stairs 

| 

8 

Lighting 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of 
machinery 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

18 

l 

Protection  of  young 
persons  from  dangerous 
machinery 

10 

Washing  facilities 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 
working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

it 

. 

Supply  of  drinking 
water 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy 
work 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

-  ■  -■ 

24 

First  Aid 

Other  matters 

TOTAL 

(41) 


20. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  I95I 


There  are  three  licensed  premises  in  the  area  but  only  one 
sells  pets  in  the  accepted  sense.  The  other  two  only  sell  fish 
which  are  classed  as  pets  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act.  The 
licensing  conditions  although  quite  onerous  are  very  carefully 
observed  in  all  cases. 


2 1 .  PETROLEUM  ACTS 


The  following  categories  of  installation  are  licensed 
to  store  petroleum  spirit 


Filling  stations  and  commercial 


garages  32 
Farms  31 
Industrial  users  20 
Cellulose  stores  2 


There  has  been  no  spectacular  happenings  or  innovations  of 
note.  Self-service  is  on  the  increase,  but  so  far  its  introduction 
has  been  painless.  Glass- reinforced-plastic  petrol  tanks  have  been 
installed  in  various  places  but  so  far  they  have  not  been  proved 
to  be  sufficiently  reliable  or  economic  for  general  use  and  none 
have  been  installed  in  this  area. 

22.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  six  convenience  blocks  in  the  area  and  they  are 
all  operated  and  maintained  to  a  high  standard  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor's  Department. 

23.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  information  contained  in  the  Council's  Publicity  Leaflet, 
which  is  sent  out  with  Rate  Demands,  was  responsible  for  a  considerable 
increase  in  requests  from  householders  for  special  collections  of 
refuse.  One  hundred  and  seventy  such  requests  were  received,  and  dealt 
with,  during  the  year  and  many  residents  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  this  service. 

Generally,  the  weekly  collection  from  the  kerbside  continued 
unaltered.  However  due  to  the  unavailability  of  labour  to  bale  the 
waste  paper  collected,  only  a  small  quantity  was  sold. 

Reluctantly,  but  due  to  the  necessity  to  conserve  tipping  space, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  continue  to  burn  domestic  refuse  brought  to 
Odcombe  Tip.  Under  certain  weather  conditions  this  gave  rise  to  complaint 
of  smoke  and  iume  nuisance.  It  is  estimated  that  the  present  tip  will  be 
filled  completely  by  March  1975- 
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24. 


RENT  ACT,  1968  AND  HOUSING  ACT.  1969 


25- 


(a)  Certificates  of. Fair  Rent  issued  by  the  Rent  Officer  .....  32 

(b)  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  .....  NIL 


One  complaint  of  harassment  was  received, 
informal  action  only  has  been  necessary  up 
to  the  present. 

Note,  See  'Housing'  for  details  of  Qualification  Certificates. 


RODENT  CONTROL  AND  INSECT  INFESTATIONS 


Rodents 


(a)  Domestic  premises 

(i)  Rats,  complaints 
re\risits 

(ii)  Mice,  complaints 
revisits 

(b)  Business  premises  (re-chargeable) 

( i )  Rat  s ,  com  p  Taint  s 

revisits 

(ii)  Mice,  complaints 
revisits 

(c)  Council  property  (other  than  houses) 

(i)  Rats,  surveys 
revisits 

(d.)  Farms  (re-chargeable) 

(i)  Rats,  complaints 
revi sits 

(ii)  Mice,  complaints 


No.  of  visits 


198 

201 

28 

14 


15 

36 

5 

2 


1? 

12 


12 

22 

1 


Total  visits  563 


A  total  of  13  cwts.  108  lbs.  of  bait  was  laid. 


/Continued  ..  Insects 
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Insects 


No.  of  complaints 


(i) 

Bees 

1 

(ii) 

Cluster  Flies 

24 

(  iii ) 

Cockroaches 

8 

(  iv) 

Wasps 

42 

(v) 

Other  insects 

9 

UGANDAN  ASIAN  REFUGEES 


Between  October,  1972  and  February,  1973  the  Houndstone  Military 
Camp  was  used  by  the  Ugandan  Asian  Resettlement  Board  for  the  temporary 
accommodation  of  refugees.  During  this  period  1,600  persons  were  housed 
for  varying  periods  in  barrack  rooms  with  communal  ablution  facilities. 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  weather  was  mild  for  the  time  of  the  year, 
considering  that  even  with  full  central  heating  some  of  the  refugees 
found  the  climatic  change  somewhat  uncomfortable. 

Family  groups  were  housed  together  in  the  barrack  blocks  with 
temporary  partitions  creating  a  modicum  of  privacy  between  different 
families.  Several  problems  of  hygiene  arose  in  the  communal  ablutions 
and  regular  inspections  were  necessary  (often  daily)  to  achieve 
satisfactory  standards  in  these  areas.  A  lack  of  familiarity  with 
European  style  W.C.  pedestals  and  flushing  cisterns  was  overcome 
gradually  by  'line  drawn  sketches'  displayed  in  the  toilet  areas. 

Toilet  block  cleaning  rotas  for  each  barrack  block  were  eventually 
established  with  few  exceptions  worked  well. 

A  catering  firm  was  employed  by  the  Resettlement  Board  and 
used  the  excellent  kitchen  facilities  which  existed  at  the  camp  to 
provide  cooked  meals  three  times  daily.  Difficulties  in  preparing 
some  dishes  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  refugees  were  overcome  by 
enlisting  the  aid  of  refugee  chefs. 

At  one  stage  the  catering  firm  was  not  only  providing  meals 
for  900  refugees  at  Houndstone  but  was  also  providing  a  ’meals  on  wheels' 
type  service  for  a  similar  number  of  refugees  at  a  Dorset  Resettlement 
Camp. 


Disposal  of  waste  food  and  other  kitchen  waste  by  conventional 
dustbins  did  not  prove  satisfactory  and  a  large  portable  'skip*  was 
found  to  be  the  best  solution  to  the  problem. 

Other  'public,  health'  matters  which  arose  in  connection  with 
catering  were? 

1.  Difficulty  in  controlling  the  unauthorised  removal  of 

crockery,  cutlery  and  utensils  to  the  barrack  blocks  by 
refugees.  It  was  necessary  on  occasions  for  ’collecting 
sorties’  to  be  organised  to  recover  these  items,  usually 
from  the  toilet  block  areas,  and  for  these  items  to  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  on  recovery. 

/Continued  ....  2. 
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2.  The  detection  of  clandestine  cooking  on  unauthorised  paraffin/ 
gas  appliances  in  the  barrack  rooms,  mainly  from  a  fire  hazard 
point  of  view. 

3.  Controlling  the  enthusiasm  of  refugees  to  work  on-  some  aspects 
of  food  preparation.  Whilst  some  assistance  was  welcomed  by 
the  catering  firm,  female  family  groups  working  on  'popadom' 
production  were  not  desirable. 


Refuse  coilection  from  the  barrack  blocks  was  carried  out  thric 
weekly  by  the  Department,  but  I  regret  a  failure  to  arouse  'litter 
conscience’  amongst  the  refugees. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  without  interpreter  assistance  from  a 
few  individuals  amongst  the  refugees,  the  task  of  reaching  reasonable 
standards  would  have  been  more  difficult. 


WATER 


(a)  Public  Supplies 

A  total  of  210  bacteriological  samples  were  taken, 

203  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Wessex  Water  Board  from 
domestic  sources.  The  Water  Board  also  took  37  samples  for 
chemical  analysis.  All  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

( b )  Private  Supplies 

Eleven  properties  were  discovered  to  be  relying  on 
private  supplies  which  had  previously  been  thought  to  have 
mains  water  available.  Three  other  properties  were  connected 
to  the  mains  supply  leaving  a  total  of  108  properties  still 
with  spring  or  well  water.  Of  the  68  samples  taken  twenty- 
three  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  informal  action 
was  taken  to  improve  these  supplies. 
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APPENDIX  I 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT 
OF  THE  YEAR  1972  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  YEOVIL 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  I96I. 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

— — __  ^ — ■ - - - 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3 ,4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

85 

7 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

86 

7 

2 

- 

2 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  in  connection  with  Sections  1, 
2,  3  and  4  of  the  Act  -  NIL 


/Cont inued 
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APPENDIX  I  (CONCL) 


Particulars 

number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of  cases  | 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Insp  . 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

: 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b.)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork ) 

y 

Total 

2 

2 

. 

.  . . . 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  Outwork 


Nature 

of 

Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No .  of 

out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  133 
(1)  (c)  (2) 

No ,  of 

cases  of 

default 
in  send¬ 
ing  lists 
to  the 

Co unci 1 

No®  of 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
■  supply 
lists 

No .  o  f 

instances 

of  work  in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premi ses 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- - 

tions 

Glove 

Making 

398 

Ni  1 

Nil 

Ni  1 

Nil 

Nil 

No  other  type  of  outwork  was  undertaken® 
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APPENDIX  II 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and 

c  ondemned 

in  Whole  or 

in  Part 

during  the 

year: 

1 

Catt le 
exc luding 

cows 

Cows 

Ca Ives 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2,487 

3  1,420 

92 

9,424 

962 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

2,48? 

31,420 

92 

9,424 

962 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cyst icerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

321 

47 

25 

12 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

624 

22,352 

7 

1,334 

207 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

2.5 .5% 

73  •  1% 

54% 

14% 

22.5% 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Ni  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Nil 

Less 

than 

l°/o 

Ni  1 

Nil 

1.34% 

Nil 

Cyst ice rcosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ' 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Ni  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Weight  in  meat  condemned 
( in  lbs. )  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

151 

Nil 

(b)  Cyst icercosis 

Nil 

700 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Other 

12,984 

60  1 , 202 

2,942 

11,333 

1,450 

Nil 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

12,984 

601,942 

2,942 

11,333 

1,601 

Mil 
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APPENDIX  III 

Meat  condemnations  according  to  disease  or  conditions- 

Goats  Pigs 


Adult 
Catt le 


Abnormal  odour  associated  with  disease 

Acetonaemia 

Actinobaci llosis 

Badly  bled  and  Oedemations 

Bruising  -  severe 

C.  Bovis  -  generalised 

Cystercosis 

Dead  on  Arrival 

Decomposition 

Emaciation,  Pathological. 

Fevered 

Gangrene 

Immaturity 

Jaundice 

Mastitis  (Acute  septic) 

Metritis  (Acute  septic ) 

Moribund 

Muscular  Degeneration 
Oedema  (Generalised 
Pericarditis  (Acute  septic) 

Peritonitis  (Acute  Septic) 

Pleurisy  (Acute  diffuse  septic) 
Polyarthritis 
Pneumonia  -  septic 
Pyaemia  -  umbilical 
-  other 
Pyelonephritis 
Septicaemia 
Toxaemia 
Tumours 


17 

3 


3 

7  15 

1 

1 


2 


1  1 


2  1  15 


2 

1  10 


2 


1 


1 


4 


3 

96 

2 


17 

2 


1 

4 

8  l  4o 

1 


19 

1  42 

3 


Calves 


1 


3 

4 
3 


4 

10 

2 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 


(49) 


-  *  - 


